
 
Regular Renaissance Zone Review Board Meeting 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 9:00 AM 
Finance Conference Room, City Hall (10 3rd Ave SW) 

 Any person needing special accommodation for the meeting is requested to notify the 
City Clerk’s office at 857-4752.  

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

2. ADOPT MEETING MINUTES  

 2.1. ADOPT THE MEETING MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 23, 2025 REGULAR 
MEETING 

3. RENAISSANCE ZONE APPLICATIONS  

 3.1. FINAL APPROVAL OF CASE NO. M-101: A REQUEST BY 5TH AVENUE 
INVESTMENTS, LLC FOR A FIVE YEAR PROPERTY TAX AND 
INVESTMENT INCOME TAX EXEMPTION BENEFIT FOR A PURCHASE 
WITH MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS ON A PROPERTY LOCATED AT 215 5TH 
AVE. NW. 

4. FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  

5. OTHER BUSINESS  

6. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 @ 9:00 AM 

7. ADJOURNMENT  
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On October 23, 2025, a Regular Renaissance Zone Review Board Meeting of the Minot 
Renaissance Zone Review Board was held in the Finance Conference Room, City Hall 
(10 3rd Ave SW). called the meeting to order at 09:00 AM.    
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
Members Present: Pete Hugret, Pat Bailey, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom 
Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak 
 
Members Absent: Christine Staley, Tonia Vitko, Jill Ward, Luke Heilman 
2. ADOPT MEETING MINUTES  
  
 2.1. ADOPT THE MEETING MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 28, 2025 REGULAR 

MEETING 
 
The motion to approve August 28, 2025 regular meeting minutes was initiated by 
Renaissance Zone Board Member Hugret seconded by Renaissance Zone Board 
Member Lyman and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat 
Bailey, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; 
nays: None. 
3. RENAISSANCE ZONE APPLICATIONS  
  
 3.1. FINAL APPROVAL: M-103 BY BRADLEY SHIMFESSEL FOR A FIVE-YEAR 

PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT FOR IMPROVEMENTS ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 1924 3RD STREET NW 

 
Mr. Billingsley reviewed the project. It is located near the Grand Hotel. This is being 
brought back to the board for final approval. Minimum number needed to meet was 
$49,000 and Mr Shimfessel has put in around $51,000.  
Mr. Shimfessel explained he replaced windows, doors and minor updates such as the 
bathroom and water heater.  
The house was originally built in 1960.  
The motion to approve the five year property tax abatement was initiated by 
Renaissance Zone Board Member Lyman seconded by Renaissance Zone Board 
Member Alexander and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat 
Bailey, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; 
nays: None. 
Mr. Billingsley informed the applicant that this project will be presented in front of City 
Council on November 17th.  
Christine Staley joined the meeting at 9:05am.  
4. FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  
  
 4.1. FI-15: A REQUEST BY AKSAL GROUP FOR A TIME EXTENSION TO 

COMPLETE FACADE IMPROVEMENT WORK BY JUNE 30, 2027. 
 
Mr. Billingsley explained that the mason wouldn't be able to start the work until Spring 
2026 and the applicant was concerned they wouldn't have enough time to finish by the 
deadline with the delayed start. The request was for 1 extra month and the project 

Page 2 of 51



being wrapped up by June 30, 2026.  
Mark Lyman asked for clarification on how much time they are allowed to extend. Mr. 
Billingsley informed him that the board is allowed to grant up to a 7-month extension.  
The motion to approve the extension to June 30, 2026 was initiated by Renaissance 
Zone Board Member Lyman seconded by Renaissance Zone Board Member Hugret 
and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat Bailey, Christine 
Staley, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; 
nays: None. 
 4.2. FI-16: A REQUEST BY FIVE AND TWO VENTURES, LLC FOR A FACADE 

IMPROVEMENT FORGIVABLE LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000 FOR 
FACADE IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED AT 13 1ST STREET SE. 

 
Mr. Billingsley reviewed the application. Paul Kramer, the architect for the project, was 
present at the meeting.  
The apartment building of the application is the final building on the block to use the 
program.  
The apartment building is a grandfathered use and the applicant is planning on 
updating the outside of the building to mirror a more traditional commercial look. There 
is a possibility that this building will eventually be converted back to a commercial use 
building and be a commercial storefront and the updates will start that process.  
Paul Kramer, the project architect, informed the board that they had tried to track down 
pictures of the original building storefront to try and mimic that. The intent is to remove 
the existing vestibule and extend the storefront across the front. There will be an ADA 
door installed on the main level.  
Historically, the building was a commercial storefront on the main level and at the 
current time they are planning to leave the main floor as apartments. However, they are 
making changes to have future use of commercial storefronts in the future.  
The cap for this project is $100,000. However, the applicant will be putting in an 
additional $40,000 for improvements.  
Amy Rodgers discussed that when this building was originally sold, they were informed 
of the availability of the Facade Program. Mr. Billingsley explained that this is step one 
of moving the building back into a commercial storefront.  
Mark Lyman questioned when the eventual change from apartments to commercial 
would there be any change to the Facade? Paul Kramer agreed that, yes, the Facade 
would not be affected.  
Mr. Billingsley informed the board that they are under contract to not touch the Facade 
for 10 years after the updates without approval.  
There is concern about the amount of window space for apartments on the first level. 
There is a question about the window dressings and if the board had authority to place 
in the contract the appropriate window treatments.  
The motion to approve the forgivable loan in the amount of $100,000 with the condition 
that the applicant brings back window treatment to be approved by the board was 
initiated by Renaissance Zone Board Member Lyman seconded by Renaissance Zone 
Board Member Fedorchak and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, 
Pat Bailey, Christine Staley, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, 
Betty Fedorchak; nays: None. 
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 4.3. FI-17: A REQUEST BY THE MINOT HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR A FACADE 
IMPROVEMENT FORGIVABLE LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $105,000 FOR 
FACADE IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED AT 108 E. BURDICK 

 
Kerry Candrian gave an explanation of the building. This is an old Century 21 Realtors 
building. There is a 2-story part to the building. On the 2nd floor there are 1-bedroom 
apartments. The first floor is a law firm. The rest of it is the Minot Housing Authority 
offices. They believe the 2-story part was built in the 50s and the remaining single-story 
part on the south was built in the 70s. The offices on the south side have been 
remodeled twice. In 2001, it was remodeled from an open space with cubicles to add 
offices. Around COVID-19 there was an additional remodel to add conference rooms. 
The exterior was painted when Minot Housing Authority originally purchased it. 
Otherwise, the exterior hasn't been touched.  
Mitch Meier informed the board that the plan is to remove the stucco and add a brick 
wainscoting on the north and west side, and it will be stained to match the rest of the 
building. This is to protect the building from winter wear and tear. New efface will be 
added as well to keep the same look but will give a more classical look. All the cedar 
wood awning planks will be removed and replaced with metal panels. The original 
wooden structure of the awnings will remain as long as they are in good shape. The 
remaining brick will be stained. The 2nd floor windows will also be updated on the street 
side.  
Pat Bailey voiced concern that the wood awning would not be sustainable long term. He 
recommended replacing that structure with metal as well to avoid future rot. 
The motion to approve the forgivable loan in the amount of $105,000 with the 
conditions that the awning structure is metal was initiated by Renaissance Zone Board 
Member Lyman seconded by Renaissance Zone Board Member Hugret and carried by 
the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat Bailey, Christine Staley, Mark Lyman, 
Jason Bentley, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; nays: None. Abstain; Tom Alexander 
 4.4. FY 2026 BUDGET UPDATE 
 
Mr. Billingsley presented the most current budget. The City Council approved $200,000 
for next year's budget to continue this program. 
The available funds for 2026 will be about $415,000.  
Mr. Billingsley will bring the changes to the cap and match amount to the City Council 
during the November 17th meeting.  
5. OTHER BUSINESS  
  
 5.1. ADOPT 2026 MEETING CALENDAR 
 
The motion to approve the 2026 meeting schedule was initiated by Renaissance Zone 
Board Member Lyman seconded by Renaissance Zone Board Member Bentley and 
carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat Bailey, Christine Staley, 
Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; nays: 
None. 
6. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING  
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 6.1. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2025 @ 9:00 AM 
  
7. ADJOURNMENT  
 
The motion to Adjourn was initiated by Renaissance Zone Board Member Fedorchak 
seconded by Renaissance Zone Board Member Lyman and carried by the following roll 
call vote: ayes: Pete Hugret, Pat Bailey, Christine Staley, Mark Lyman, Jason Bentley, 
Tom Alexander, Amy Rogers, Betty Fedorchak; nays: None. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:08am 
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TO: To Whom It May Concern 
  
FROM: Brian Billingsley, Community Development Director 
  
DATE: December 10, 2025 
  
SUBJECT: FINAL APPROVAL OF CASE NO. M-101: A REQUEST BY 5TH 

AVENUE INVESTMENTS, LLC FOR A FIVE YEAR PROPERTY TAX 
AND INVESTMENT INCOME TAX EXEMPTION BENEFIT FOR A 
PURCHASE WITH MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS ON A PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 215 5TH AVE. NW. 

 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 Recommend approval to the City Council. 
  

II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 Brian Billingsley, Community Development Director, 701-857-4122 
  

III. DESCRIPTION 
 A.    Background 

Case No. M-101 was conditionally approved by the State of North Dakota on 
March 31, 2023. The applicant, 5th Ave. Investments, LLC, owns property 
located at 215 5th Ave. NW. They acquired the property for the purpose of 
rehabilitating a dilapidated building. 
 
B.    Proposed Project 
Rehabiliation improvements include electrical, plumbing, HVAC, insulation, 
drywall, windows, and exterior paint and stone. The application was required to 
invest a minimum of $113,500 in eligible improvements. The applicant submitted 
invoices and canceled checks totaling $315,157. 
 
C.    Recommendation Detail 
The City Assessor has inspected the improvements and has certified that the 
applicant has completed the work that was requested in the application. 

  
IV. IMPACT 

 A. Aspirations 
 Dynamic and Flourishing - The Renassiance Zone program incentivizes 

property owners to fix up dilapidated properties.  
  
B. Service/Delivery Impact: 
 State how this project will impact (improve, augment, advance) the City, 

your Department, our services, quality, delivery, customer experience, etc. 
  
C. Fiscal Impact 
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 Briefly state how this project is being funded.  Add written context in the 
paragraph so the dollar amounts, sources of funding, and expenses are 
made clear and document whether the project was included in the approved 
budget 
 Project Costs 
 The applicant spent over $315,000 on improvements to the subject 

building. 
  
 Project Funding 
 The Renaissance Zone is a tax incentive program. No city funding is 

given to the applicant. 
  

  
VI. ALTERNATIVES 

 The Renaissance Zone Board can table this item and request more information. 
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www.minotnd.gov 

701-857-4160 

10 3rd Ave SW 
PO Box 434 
Minot ND, 58702-0434 

assessor@minotnd.gov
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  December 2, 2025 
 
TO:  Renaissance Zone Review Board 
 
FROM:  Ryan Kamrowski, City Assessor      
 
REFERENCE:  Renaissance Zone Project located at 215 5th Ave NW, application by 5th Ave 
Investments, LLC. 
 
 

I have been asked to confirm the completion of improvements detailed in the 
Renaissance Zone Application M-101.  
 

It is in my opinion that the improvements outlined in the application have been 
substantially completed and replacement cost of said improvements exceed the minimum 
requirements for approval of the Renaissance Property Tax Exemption. 
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